
6.
The follow

ing categories of W
orld R

ecords are accepted by IA
A

F:
 -W

orld R
ecords;

 -W
orld Junior R

ecords;
 -W

orld Indoor R
ecords (see R

ule 263).
(a)

W
orld R

ecords shall be m
ade in an athletic facility, w

hich
conform

s to R
ule 140 w

ith or w
ithout roof. A

 running track or
runw

ay used shall be laid on top of a solid foundation.
(b)

The record shall be m
ade in a bona fide com

petition w
hich has

been duly arranged, advertised and authorised before the day of
the event by the IA

A
F M

em
ber w

here the event takes place.
For individual events, at least three com

petitors and for relay
events, at least tw

o team
s, m

ust participate in the event.
(c)

The record shall be better than, or equal to the existing W
orld

R
ecord for that event, as accepted by the IA

A
F.

(d)
R

ecords m
ade in heats or qualifying com

petitions, in deciding
ties and in individual events in C

om
bined Events com

petitions,
regardless of w

hether the athlete com
pletes the w

hole
C

om
bined Events com

petition or not, m
ay be subm

itted for
ratification.

(e)
N

o perform
ance set by an athlete w

ill be recognised if it has
been accom

plished during a m
ixed com

petition.
7.

For Junior R
ecords, unless the athlete's date of birth has been

previously confirm
ed by IA

A
F, the first application on behalf of

that athlete shall be accom
panied by a copy of his passport, birth

certificate or sim
ilar official docum

ent w
hich confirm

s his date of
birth.

8.
(a)

R
unning and R

ace W
alking records m

ay be m
ade only on a

track w
hich conform

s to R
ule 160.

(b)
A

 race shall be stated to be over one distance only and all
com

petitors shall com
pete at that distance.

H
ow

ever, a race based on the distance covered over a given
tim

e m
ay be com

bined w
ith a race over a fixed distance (for

exam
ple, 1 H

our and 20,000m
 - see R

ule 164.4).
It is perm

issible for the sam
e athlete to accom

plish in the sam
e

race any num
ber of records. It is perm

itted for several athletes
to accom

plish different records in the sam
e race.

H
ow

ever, it is not perm
issible for an athlete to be credited w

ith
a record at a shorter distance if he did not finish the full
distance of that race.
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LE 260
W

orld R
ecords

1.
W

hen a W
orld R

ecord is set by an athlete or a team
, the IA

A
F

M
em

ber in the country w
here the record perform

ance w
as set shall

collect together, w
ithout delay, all the inform

ation required for
ratification of the record by the IA

A
F.  N

o perform
ance shall be

regarded as a W
orld R

ecord until it has been ratified by the IA
A

F.
The M

em
ber should im

m
ediately inform

 the IA
A

F of its intention
to subm

it the perform
ance.

2.
Each athlete w

ho sets a W
orld R

ecord m
ust subm

it to doping
control, at the end of the event, in accordance w

ith the IA
A

F R
ules

currently in force. In the case of a R
elay record, all m

em
bers of the

team
 m

ust be tested.
The result of this test shall be presented by an IO

C
 accredited

laboratory to the IA
A

F to be added to the other inform
ation required

by the IA
A

F for the ratification of the record. If such a test is
positive, the IA

A
F shall not ratify this record.

3.
If an athlete has adm

itted that, at som
e tim

e prior to achieving a
W

orld R
ecord, he had used or taken advantage of a substance or

technique prohibited at that tim
e, then, subject to the advice of the

D
oping C

om
m

ission, such record w
ill not continue to be regarded

as a W
orld R

ecord by the IA
A

F.
4.

The official application form
 of the IA

A
F shall be com

pleted and
despatched by air m

ail to the IA
A

F B
ureau w

ithin thirty days.
Form

s are available, on request, from
 the IA

A
F B

ureau.  If the
application concerns a foreign athlete or a foreign team

, a duplicate
of the form

 shall be sent w
ithin the sam

e period to the M
em

ber
Federation of the athlete or team

. A
pplication m

ay be m
ade only on

behalf of an athlete or athletes w
ho are under the jurisdiction of a

M
em

ber of the IA
A

F.
5.

The M
em

ber of the country w
here the record w

as set shall send,
w

ith the official application form
:

(a)
The printed program

m
e of the m

eeting;
(b)

The com
plete results of the event;

(c)
The photo finish photograph in the case of a track record w

here
fully autom

atic tim
ekeeping w

as in operation.
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(j)
The reaction tim

es, w
here available shall be provided in all

races w
here a crouch start and the use of starting blocks are

com
pulsory.

9.
For R

ace W
alking R

ecords:
A

t least tw
o Judges w

ho are from
 either the IA

A
F Panel of

International R
ace W

alking Judges or are A
rea Level Judges shall

be officiating during the com
petition and shall sign the application

form
.

10.
(a)

R
ecords in Field Events shall be m

easured either by three Field
Judges using a calibrated and certified steel tape or bar or by an
approved scientific m

easuring apparatus, the accuracy of w
hich

has been confirm
ed by a qualified M

easurem
ent Judge.

(b)
In the Long Jum

p and Triple Jum
p, inform

ation concerning
w

ind speed, m
easured as indicated in R

ule 184.4, 5 &
 6 shall

be subm
itted. If the w

ind velocity m
easured in the direction of

jum
ping behind the com

petitor averages m
ore than 2 m

etres
per second, the record w

ill not be accepted.
(c)

In Field Events, W
orld R

ecords m
ay be credited for m

ore than
one perform

ance in a com
petition, provided that each record so

recognised shall have been equal or superior to the best
previous perform

ance at that m
om

ent.
11.

The conditions im
posed for recognising a C

om
bined Events R

ecord
shall have been com

plied w
ith in each of the individual events,

except that, in events w
here w

ind velocity is m
easured, at least one

of the follow
ing conditions shall be satisfied:

(i)
The velocity in any individual event shall not exceed plus 4
m

etres per second.
(ii)

The average velocity (based on the sum
 of the w

ind velocities,
as m

easured for each individual event, divided by the num
ber

of such events) shall not exceed plus 2 m
etres per second.

12.
The President and the G

eneral Secretary of the IA
A

F together are
authorised to recognise W

orld R
ecords. If they are in any doubt

w
hether or not the record should be accepted, the case shall be

referred to the C
ouncil for decision.

W
hen a W

orld R
ecord has been ratified, the IA

A
F w

ill so inform
the athlete's M

em
ber Federation, the Federation applying for the

record and the relevant A
rea A

ssociation. If the record is not ratified
the reasons w

ill be given.
13.

The IA
A

F shall publish a list of W
orld R

ecords on 1 January of
each year. This list shall represent the perform

ances regarded by the
IA

A
F as being, from

 the date of the list, the best perform
ances yet
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(c)
R

unning and R
ace W

alking records shall be tim
ed by official

tim
ekeepers or by an approved fully autom

atic photo finish
device (see R

ule 165).
For races up to and including 400m

, only perform
ances tim

ed
by an approved fully autom

atic photo finish device conform
ing

to the relevant sections of R
ule 165 shall be accepted, including

a video-based system
.

For a W
orld R

ecord broken during a com
petition held under

R
ule 12.1(a), (b) and (c) and, if possible, (d), (e), (f), (g) and

(h), the O
rganiser should provide a photograph of the relevant

section of the finish in order that the tim
e read by the C

hief
Photo Finish Judge can be confirm

ed before the official
announcem

ent of the result. The sam
e shall apply for all track

events in a C
om

bined Events com
petition.

(d)
For any record at any distance of 200m

 or m
ore to be

recognised, the track on w
hich it w

as m
ade shall not exceed

440 yards and the race shall have started on som
e part of the

perim
eter. This lim

itation does not apply to the Steeplechase
events w

here the W
ater Jum

p is placed outside a norm
al 400m

track.
(e)

The record shall be m
ade on a track, the radius of the outside

lane of w
hich does not exceed 50m

, except w
here the bend is

form
ed w

ith tw
o different radii, in w

hich case the longer of the
tw

o arcs should not account for m
ore than 60° of the 180° turn.

(f)
For all records up to and including 200m

, inform
ation

concerning w
ind speed, m

easured as indicated in R
ule 163.8, 9

&
 10, shall be subm

itted. If the w
ind velocity m

easured in the
direction of running behind the com

petitor averages m
ore than

2 m
etres per second, the record w

ill not be accepted.
(g)

In a race run in lanes, no record w
ill be accepted w

here the
runner has run on or inside the inner curved border of his lane.

(h)
A

 R
elay record m

ay be m
ade only by a team

, all of w
hose

m
em

bers are citizens of a single M
em

ber country. C
itizenship

m
ay be obtained in any of the w

ays referred to in R
ule 12.10.

A
 colony w

hich is not a separate M
em

ber of the IA
A

F shall be
deem

ed, for the purpose of this R
ule, to be part of its M

other
C

ountry.
(i)

The tim
e set by the first runner in a relay team

 m
ay not be

subm
itted as a record.

202
R

U
L

E
260



Jum
ps:

H
igh Jum

p; Pole V
ault; Long Jum

p; Triple Jum
p.

Throw
s:

Shot Put; D
iscus; H

am
m

er; Javelin.

C
om

bined Events:
H

eptathlon.

R
U

LE 262
E

vents for w
hich W

orld Junior R
ecords are recognised

 -Fully A
utom

atic Electrically Tim
ed perform

ances (E.T.)
 -H

and Tim
ed perform

ances (H
.T.)

Junior M
en

E.T. only:
100m

; 200m
; 400m

110m
 H

urdles; 400m
 H

urdles;
4x100m

 R
elay.

E.T.or H
.T:

800m
; 1000m

; 1500m
; 1 M

ile;
3000m

; 5000m
; 10,000m

; 3000m
 Steeplechase; 

4x400m
 R

elay; 10,000m
 W

alk (track).

Jum
ps:

H
igh Jum

p; Pole V
ault; Long Jum

p; Triple Jum
p.

Throw
s:

Shot Put; D
iscus; H

am
m

er; Javelin.

C
om

bined Events:
D

ecathlon

Junior W
om

en
E.T. only:

100m
; 200m

; 400m
;

100m
 H

urdles; 400m
 H

urdles;
4x100m

 R
elay.

E.T.or H
.T:

800m
; 1000m

; 1500m
; 1 M

ile; 
3000m

; 5000m
; 10,000m

; 3000m
 Steeplechase;

4x400m
 R

elay; 5000m
 W

alk (track); 10,000m
 

W
alk (track).

Jum
ps:

H
igh Jum

p; Pole V
ault; Long Jum

p; Triple Jum
p.

Throw
s:

Shot Put; D
iscus; H

am
m

er; Javelin.

C
om

bined Events:
H

eptathlon.205
R

U
L
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set by an athlete or team
 of athletes in each of the recognised events

listed in R
ules 261, 262 and 264. The list shall be updated every

tim
e a new

 W
orld R

ecord has been ratified.
Note 1: The official W

orld Record Plaques, as designed by the IAAF
for presentation to W

orld Record H
olders, w

ill be supplied by the
IAAF.
N

ote 2: It is recom
m

ended that N
ational G

overning Bodies and
Area Associations adopt sim

ilar Rules to the above for the
recognition of their ow

n records.

R
U

LE 261
E

vents for w
hich W

orld R
ecords are recognised

 -Fully A
utom

atic Electrically Tim
ed perform

ances (E.T.)
 -H

and Tim
ed perform

ances (H
.T.)

M
en

E.T. only:
100m

; 200m
; 400m

; 110m
 H

urdles;
400m

 H
urdles; 4x100m

 R
elay.

E.T. or H
.T:

800m
; 1000m

; 1500m
; 1 M

ile; 2000m
; 3000m

;
5000m

; 10,000m
; 20,000m

; 1 H
our; 25,000m

;
30,000m

; 3000m
 Steeplechase.

R
elays:  

4x200m
; 4x400m

; 4x800m
; 4x1500m

.

R
ace W

alking (track): 
20,000m

; 2 hours; 30,000m
; 50,000m

.

Jum
ps:

H
igh Jum

p; Pole V
ault; Long Jum

p; Triple Jum
p.

Throw
s:

Shot Put; D
iscus; H

am
m

er; Javelin.

C
om

bined Events:
D

ecathlon.

W
om

en
E.T. only:

100m
; 200m

; 400m
; 100m

 H
urdles;

400m
 H

urdles; 4x100m
 R

elay.

E.T. or H
.T:

800m
; 1000m

; 1500m
; 1 M

ile; 2000m
; 3000m

;
5000m

; 10,000m
; 20,000m

; 1 H
our; 25,000m

; 
30,000m

;  3000m
 Steeplechase.

R
elays:

4x200m
; 4x400m

; 4x800m
.

R
ace W

alking (track): 
5000m

; 10,000m
; 20,000m
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R
U

LE 263
W

orld Indoor R
ecords

1.
W

ith the follow
ing exceptions, R

ule 260 shall apply to W
orld

Indoor R
ecords.

2.
The record shall have been m

ade in a stadium
, w

hich com
plies, w

ith
R

ule 211.
For races of 200m

 and over, the oval track m
ay not have a nom

inal
length of m

ore than 220 yards.

R
U

LE 264
E

vents for w
hich W

orld Indoor R
ecords are recognised

 -Fully A
utom

atic Electrically Tim
ed perform

ances (ET)
 -H

and tim
ed perform

ances (H
T)

M
en

ET only:
50m

; 60m
; 200m

; 400m
;

50m
 H

urdles; 60m
 H

urdles.

ET or H
T:

800m
; 1000m

; 1500m
; 1 M

ile; 3000m
; 5000m

;
5000m

 W
alk; 

4x200m
 R

elay; 4x400m
 R

elay; 4x800m
 R

elay.

Jum
ps:

H
igh Jum

p; Pole V
ault; Long Jum

p; Triple Jum
p.

Throw
s:

Shot Put.

C
om

bined Events:
H

eptathlon.

W
om

en
ET O

nly:
50m

; 60m
; 200m

; 400m
;

50m
 H

urdles; 60m
 H

urdles.

ET or H
T:

800m
; 1000m

; 1500m
; 1 M

ile; 3000m
; 5000m

;
3000m

 W
alk; 

4x200m
 R

elay; 4x 400m
 R

elay; 4x800m
 R

elay.

Jum
ps:

H
igh Jum

p; Pole V
ault; Long Jum

p; Triple Jum
p.

Throw
s:

Shot Put.

C
om

bined Events: 
Pentathlon.206

R
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